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Show Horse

¢

BY TERENCE MORAN

On Saturday, Sept. 19, Sen.
Arlen Specter (R-Pa.) took center
stage at 'the Senate Judiciary
Committeée’s hearings on the

riomination of Judge Robert Bork:

to the Supreme Court after four
days of frustrating and inconclu-

sive testimony from the nomines...

But that day, in-an eerily sub-
dued Senate Caucus Room, Spec-

ter turned in a decisive -perfor-

mance that seems certain to
change the course of twe ca-
reers—Bork’s and his own.

In just 90 minutes of cross-ex-
amination, Specter went toe-to-
toe with Bork at the highest levels
of legal debate and, in the pro-
cess, shaped the contours of the
most damaging controversies
swirling around the endangered
nominee.

Morgover, Specter may have

finally put.to rest some trouble-

some ghosts of his political past,
the ‘‘show-horse’’ reputation and
lightweight legislative résumé
that have dogged him since his

SEE SPECTER, PAGE 6



